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THESIS TITLE:

Regulating Hostility Arising From Relational Harm: A Structural Equation

Model Across Four Cultures

Abstract

The present study investigated the psychological mechanisms behind the

regulation of hostile emotional response to interpersonally triggered harm.

Expanding from two previously established models (Quigley & Tedeschi, 1996),

which showed that anger in response to being harmed was a result of harm,

justification, intention and blame, new models were put forward by including

familiarity with the harmdoer as an additional, socially relevant factor. To

examine the cross-cultural generalizability of the processes, 869 individuals

were recruited from Hong Kong, Japan, US, and Germany. Their self-reports

concerning a recalled incident in which they had been harmed were analyzed

using multisample SEM analyses. Our findings showed that one of the expanded

models showed a satisfactory fit to the data in all four cultures (CFI>.90). While

the final model was applicable to all four cultures, cultural variability was shown

in some links. Research implications and future directions were discussed.
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